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Chhattisgarh: Land Full of Glory

Neeraj Kumar Yadav
M.A. (English) Il Sem.

A land full of glory
Full of infinite story
A place Mother Kaushalya's home
Where Lord Ram used to roam
A place where Kalchuri lived long
Every living being sang song
A place called bowl of grain
A place that calms your sane
A place who taught dance to the world
Dance that goes inside your human mold
A place where Kalidasa sat
Writing stories looking at sunset
A place where Veer Narayan fought
A place where wildest animals are caught
A place where Dadariya, Pandvani was born
A place where British flags were torn
I'm proud of my heritage
I love Chhattisgarh, I'm Chhattisgarhia
A land full of glory
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Chhattisgarh: A Story

By- Sugandha Saxena (MA English IV Semester)

They say if you condense the whole of
India, you will get Chhattisgarh. They are not
wrong. Spanning from the rustling valleys of
Sonpur hills in the north to the murmuring waters
of Indravati river down south, the nature tells but
one tale: the tale of the rise of Chhattisgarh.

The story is shaped by historical evolu-
tions from times of antiquity. Famously known as
the Dakshina Kosala some three thousand years
ago, the land boasts its ties to the Ramayana where
Dandak caves are blessed enough to be the abode
of and whisper the anecdotes of Lord Ram in his
exile. Under the reign of King Mahashivagupta
Balarjuna of the Panduvanshi dynasty, Dakshin
Kosala flourished like no other. From thriving
under the Kalachuris to Haihayavanshis to
Nagvanshis and Marathas, Chhattisgarh found
itself under the colonial clutches of the British
rule. Like the rest of India, the land fought back
with many tribal revolts and participated in the
first war of Independence with Sonakhan revolt
under the leadership of Veer Narayan Singh in
1857. Post-Independence, the demands for auton-
omy echoed under the quiet rule of Madhya
Pradesh. So became Chhattisgarh, the unprece-
dented 26th state of India, on 1st November 2000
AD.

As such, Chhattisgarh stands as a micro-

cosm of India’s plural soul, concentrated, resilient,
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and deeply humane. However, the culture still has
a dominance of the indigenous tribal population.
This story of Chhattisgarh is further enriched by
the Champa Kosa silk adorned by the women,
rice-centric delicacies, the bell metal and wooden
crafts of Bastar, and the Panthi, Raut Nacha and
Sua folk dances. Not just that, the 75-day-long
Bastar Dussehra is the longest festival in the
world, fostering community building and preserv-
ing tradition. To supplement the already breathtak-
ing aspects of this 26th state, we can call upon the
glittery cascades of Chitrakote which is also
known as the Niagara Falls of India, the chilly and
hilly Mainpat which is the Shimla of Chhattisgarh
and the chirping Sal and Teak forests. Tigers and
the ebony Bastar Hill Myna find a haven under the
guardianship of Achanakmar Tiger reserve and
Kanger Valley National Park, respectively.

Standing with a strong contribution to
nation building with hosting one of the largest
mineral, rice and steel supplies in the country,
Chhattisgarh is a serene amalgamation of quiet
development coupled with natural environment.

As we celebrate 25 years of Chhattisgarh,
it is necessary to pay homage to the struggles that
brought this beloved state where it is today and to
honor the legacy that we, as a community, are
entrusted with.



Chhattisgarh: The

Green Heart of India
Harsh Sahu
ML.A. 3rd sem. (English Literature
Chhattisgarh, which completed 25 years of its for-
mation, is proudly known as the “Green Heart of
India” due to its vast forest cover, rich biodiversi-
ty, and deep-rooted relationship between nature
life.

Located in central

and human

India, the state is
blessed with dense
forests that cover
nearly 44 % of its
geographical area,
making forests the
backbone of its eco-
logical balance and
cultural heritage.

As urbaniza-
tion, industrial expansion, and mining activities
increase across the globe, forests are shrinking at
an alarming rate. Chhattisgarh’s dense forests act
as natural carbon sinks, absorbing carbon dioxide
and reducing the impact of global warming. They
help regulate temperature, improve air quality, and
maintain rainfall patterns—
issues that are central to today’s
climate crisis.

Chhattisgarh’s forests are rich in biodiver-

sity, supporting a wide variety of plants, animals,
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and bird species. These forests provide a safe habi-
tat for wildlife and help maintain ecological bal-
ance. National parks and wildlife sanctuaries pro-
tect this biodiversity and also encourage eco-
tourism. Tourists visit these areas to enjoy
wildlife, waterfalls, caves, and natural landscapes,
which creates employment for local communities.
In this way, biodiversity conservation and tourism
together promote
environmental
awareness and sus-
tainable develop-
ment.
' Chhattisgarh’s

forests are rich in

medicinal  plants
such as
Ashwagandha,

Giloy,Amla, Harra,
and Safed Musli,
which are highly
relevant in today’s world of growing health prob-
lems. These plants support immunity, reduce
stress, and provide natural treatment options.
Preserved by tribal knowledge, they highlight the
importance of forest conservation for sustainable
and affordable healthcare.

Chhattisgarh: The Green Heart of India



Silver Jubilee, Golden Gaps: Evaluating the

Reality of ‘Mahtari Shakti’ in Chhattisgarh

By: U Somya Reddy
M.A. English IVth Semester

A S Chief Secretary or
Chhattisgarh cele- Director General of
brates its Rajat Police (DGP).

Jayanti (Silvar | * Judicial Imbalance: Of

Jubilee) in 2025, the |
state stands at a
of
remarkable achieve-

crossroads

ment and persistent
chal- |
lenges. Over the last

systemic

25 years, the narra-
of "Mother
Power" has been central to the state's identity, yet

tive

a critical look reveals that while the glass ceiling
has been cracked, it has not yet been shattered.

The Political Paradox: Representation vs.
Power Chhattisgarh presents a unique case in
Indian democracy. In the 2023 Assembly polls,
women voters actually outnumbered men (1.03
crore women vs. 1.01 crore men). This democrat-
ic vitality is reflected in the Legislative Assembly,
where women hold over 21% of seats—one of the
highest percentages in the country.

However, a critical gap exists in the
bureaucratic and judicial echelons:
* The Glass Ceiling: In 25 years, Chhattisgarh has
never seen a woman serve as
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the 15 Chief Justices the
High Court has had,
| none
have been women.
Currently, female repre-
sentation in the high
court remains
1 negligible.

* The "Pradhan-Pati"
While lead

Panchayats,the

in local

Culture:

women

functional power in rural pockets is often still
wielded by male relatives, a
phenomenon that the state’s empowerment
schemes have yet to fully
dismantle.
Economic Empowerment: From SHGs to
"Lakhpati Didis"
The state’s economic backbone, especially in trib-
al and forested areas, is
undeniably female. The Bihan (NRLM) initiative
and the Lakhpati Didi program have turned Self-
Help Groups (SHGs) into economic engines.
Procurement Leadership: 837 out of 866



Minor Forest Produce (MFP) centers are managed
by women.

Wage Disparity: Women in agriculture
often work 15-16 hours but receive lower wages
than men for the same labor.

Direct Cash Flow: Schemes like Mahtari
Vandan Yojana provide .12,000 annually, improv-
ing liquidity.

Digital Divide: Tribal women remain
largely outside formal digital and financial sys-
tems, limiting their entrepreneurial scale.

Entrepreneurship: Rise in "Kosa" textile
and bamboo handicraft exports led by women.

Economic Dependence: Despite income,
final decision-
making on
large  house-
hold

often remains

assets

with males.
Social
Health
The
n

and
Indicators:
"M
Mata"Legacy
Chhattisgarh
the

i i

inherits

shadowed by:

* Health Access: In remote Bastar and
Surguja, the "distance to delivery" remains a life-
threatening factor. While Mukhyamantri Haat-
Bazaar Clinic schemes help, maternal mortality in
tribal belts remains a concern.

* Safety and Crime: The state has pio-
neered women-only police stations and the
Abhivyakti app. Yet, the social stigma surrounding
domestic violence persists, and cases of "Tonhi"
(witch-branding) violence, though legally banned,
still sporadically surface in rural areas.

Conclusion:

Beyond Symbolic

Empowerment for Chhattisgarh to truly honor its

"R ajat
Jayanti," it
must move

beyond view-
ing women as
"beneficiaries"
of schemes and
start seeing
them as "archi-
tects" of policy.
The next 25

years must

focus on plac-

legacy of Mini
Mata, its first female MP and a crusader against
social evils. The state boasts a favorable sex ratio
(991:1000), significantly higher than the national
average.

However, the "Rajat Jayanti" milestone is
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ing women in
the Chief Secretary’s chair, the High Court bench,
and the boardroom, ensuring that the "Nari
Shakti" (Women Power) often praised in speeches
is reflected in the state’s actual power structures.
----000---



25 Years of Chhattisgarh: A

Journey of Progress, Culture and Heritage

By : Sanjana Soni
MA English IV Sem.

Chhattisgarh was formed on 1 November
2000 as the 26th state of India. In its 25-year jour-
ney, the state has shown remarkable progress in
social, economic, cultural and administrative
spheres while preserving its rich tribal heritage.
Known as the "Rice Bowl of India", Chhattisgarh
has strengthened agriculture through irrigation
projects, farmer-friendly policies, and rural devel-
opment schemes, improving the livelihood of mil-
lions .

Industrially, the state has emerged as a
major hub for steel, power , cement and minerals,
contributing significantly to national develop-
ment. Infrastructure has improved with better
roads, rail connectivity , educational institutions,
and healthcare facilities reaching even remote trib-
al areas. Democratic governance has matured,
reflected in transparent administration and public
welfare initiatives.

Tourism is a major strength of
Chhattisgarh. Its natural beauty includes water-
falls, forests , caves, and wildlife sanctuaries such
as Kanger Valley National Park. Religious and
Cultural sites like Bhoramdeo Temple, Rajim
(Prayag of Chhattisgarh), Mata Kaushalya
Temple, and Sirpur attract devotees
and tourists alike, highlighting the state's spiritual
importance.
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Culturally, Chhattisgarh proudly preserves

it's tribal traditions , folk dances, music, hand-
crafts, and festivals like Bastar Dussehra and
Bastar Pandam. These reflect the deep connection
between people, nature, and tradition.

"As Chhattisgarh complete 25 years, it stands as a
symbol of balanced development -where modern
growth walks hand in hand with cultural roots and
inclusive progress." Rajat Mahotsav celebrates 25
glorious years of Chhattisgarh journey of growth ,
Culture, and self-reliance.

From rich tribal heritage to modern devel-
opment, Chhattisgarh shines as a symbol of unity
and progress. The Silver Jubilee honours the spir-
it of the people and envisions a brighter future for
the state.

--000--



Educational Tour to

Bastar
Gita Yadu (M.A. 2nd sem.)

The history Department of Government
V.Y.T. College Durg (C.G.) has organized an edu-
cational tour to Bastar with the purpose of giving
students practical exposure to the historical, cul-
tural and geographical heritage of the region. This
tour proved to be an enriching experience that
combined academic learning with natural explo-
ration.

We started our journey early in the morn-
ing with great excitement. The bus journey, itself
was full of joy music and laughter. Teacher guid-
ed us throughout the trip ad explained the impor-
tance of each place we visited. Our first stop was
Tatamari, a place know for its scenic beauty and
historical relevance. The calm environment and
natural surroundings introduced us to the geo-
graphical diversity of Bastar. Then we visited the
ancient Narayanpal Vishnil Temple, Which stands
as a fine example of early temple architecture and
reflects the religious traditions fo the region. The
next major destination was the famous Chitrakote
waterfall after referred to as the 'Niagara of India’
The powerfull flow of water and the vast stretch of
the river provided as with a clear understanding of
river systems, erosion and land forms. After this,
we visited Tamda ghumar waterfall, which is dis-
tinguished by its copper-colored rocks and peace-
ful atmosphere. Then we had our trip in the bus
itself a lot of fun and enjoyment.

Our tour continued to the historic town of
Barsoor, which was once an important center of
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the Chhindaka Nagavanshi dynasty. Here we vis-
ited the Ganesh Temple followed by the Mana
Bhanja Temple and the Battisa Temple, These
temples display remarkable stone carvings and
architectural skill offering insight into the artistic
and religious life of ancient Bastar, We then pro-
ceeded to the beautiful saat Dhara waterfall, where
several small streams merge together to form a
captivating natural scene. This place helped us
understand the harmony black and white the
nature and human life in the bastar region. Our fist
day tour came to the end here, then we had our
dinner in a hotel and at night we had our stay in the
government hostels, separate hostels for both girls
and boys. We all created nice memories, talked
shared and enjoyed a lot. The next morning, we
get ready on time and went to Gama wada, a site
of local historical importance that reflects the tra-
ditional lifestyle of the people. One of the most
significant places of our tour was the revered
Danteshwari temple, Dantewada which is one of
the 52 shakti peethas of India. The temple holds
great religious and cultural importance and repre-
sents the deep rooted faith of the tribal communi-
ties of Bastar. Then we had our breakfast in the
same hotel with a refreshing cup of tea. Finally we
visited the breathtaking Tirathgarh water fall,
where water flows down in a series of steps, creat-
ing a spectacular view, The beauty and grandeur of
this waterfall left a casting impression on all of us.

This educational tour to Bastar enhanced
our understanding of history culture, religion and
geography. It also strengthened discipline, cooper-
ation and unity among students. The tour was truly
a valuable learning experience and will always
remain unforgettable.



BHORAMDEY TEMPLE

Shruti

Soni

M.A. 2nd Semester English

History of Bhoramdev Temple : The
Bhoramdev Templ is an ancient Hindu temple
located in kabirdham (kawardha) district of chhat-
tisgarh. India It is dedicated to Lord Shiva and is
often called the "khajuraha of Chhattisgarh.
because of its beautiful stone carvings.

Construction period - The temple war
built in the 11th century CE. around 1080-1100-
CE, during the rule of the Nagvanchi dynasty

We visited the famous Bhoramdev temple,
which is often called the Khajuraho of chhattis-
garh", because of its beautiful stone carving and
ancient architecture surrounded by hill's and forest
the peaceful environment made the wisit both refr-
ershing and educational. Our teachers explained
the historical importance of the temple, its con-
struction during the kalchuri dynasty. and its cul-
tural significance, which helped us understand his-

According to inscription &
historical sources, the temple
was constructed by king
Ramchandra of the
Nagvanshi dynarty.

Architectural style :
Bhoramdev temple is built in
the Nagara style of temple
architecture, which was com-
mon in north India during the
medieval period. The temple |}
is made up of sandstone &
stands on a high platform. Its F
structure includes-
Garbhagriha (sanctum),
Mandapa [pillared hall] shikhara [tower].

The walls of the temple are decorated with
intricate sculptures of gods, goddesses, dancers,
musicians, animals & mythological scenes. Some
carving's alro depict human emotions & daily life,
showing the artistic excellence of that period.

The educational tour to Bhoramdev has
been memorable and enriching experience for all
of us.
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PR tory beyond text books.

.r Traveling with college
™ friends made the tour enjoyable.
" | We shared food, clicked photo-
| graphs. phs, explored the tem-
ple complex together. and dis-
cursed what we learned the
journey streeng thened our

teacher teachers guided us
throughout the tour, ensuring
discipline while also encourag-
1 ing curiasity and questions.
Their explanations made histo-
ry come alive and easier to
remember.

Overall, the Bhoramdev educational tour
was a perfect blend of learning, enjoyment and
cultural awareness. It enhanced our knowledge of
heritage, improved our relationship with friends
and teachers and gave us lifelong memories. Such
tours are important as they develop practical
understanding, unity & respect for our rich histor-
ical legacy.



Role of students in Indian National Movement
Nishita Mahar
ML.A. II sem. ( History)

Students played key

role to India's national |
growth and the country
struggle for independence.
Freedom struggle students
contributed significantly to
the freedom struggle, either India.
by joining organizations The Swadeshi and Boycott
such as the Indian National congress and the Movement (1905-1908)
"Abhinav Bharat" society or by coming voluntari- Marked the first large - scale participation of stu-
ly, They were arrested and some of them rose to dents in the freedom struggle. Students Boycotted
prominence, including Jawaharlal Nehru, Bhagat government educational institutions, picketed
Singh, Subhas Chandra Bose, Millions were shops selling foreign goods and encouraged the
inspired to join the movement by their dedication use of swadeshi products. National schools and
to social justice, Intellectual powers, and willing- colleges were established to provide education
ness to make sacrificed, students also played an bases on nationalist ideals Sumit Sarkar notes that
important role in spreading nationalist ideas 2nd " the Swadeshi movement saw students emerge as
increasing awareness. the shock troops of nationalism".

With the spread of western education in When Gandhiji Launched his campaign
the late nineteenth century, Indian students were against Rowlatt Act (1919) The jallianwala Bagh
exposed to liberal & nationalist ideas. College and atrocities in 1919in which the students had taken
universities become centers of political awaken- part in a big number.
ing. During the Non-Cooperation Movement

For the first time students took part in (1920-1922)
largenumber in freedom movement when Lord Students responded enthusiastically to mahatma
Curzon partitioned Bengal in 1905, the youths Gandhi's cal. Thousands left government run
were mainly behind the Indian National congress schools and college and joined national institu-
at that time. tions such as jamia millia islamia and kashi

When the congress was split in its Lahore viadyapeeth. They acted as vol-
session in 1907, the students also distributed unteers, propagating the message of swaraj, nonvi-
between these groups, they sallied around the olence and self-reliance. Judith Brown observes

leadership of Bal Gangadhar
Tilak and later an, of
Mahatma Gandhi, under the
leadership and guidance of
1 Gandhiji. The students
| became a formidable force in
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that that "students provided the organizational
strength and moral fervor to Gandhian mass
movements."

- In 1920, the first All-India students con-
ference was held in Nagpur under the president
ship of Lala Lajapat Rai. Students could now get
the support and guidance of leader like subhas
chardra Bose and others.

Students also played a vital role in various
campaign launched by Gandhiji against the British
such as - the " No tax" campaign 1921, the civil
disobedience movement, the dandi satyagraha of
1930 etc.

In the civil Disobedience Movement

(1930-1934) students participate in
Demonstrations, salt satyagraha and picketing of
foreign cloth and liquor shops. Despite arrests,
expulsions and police repress in, their involve-
ment remained string. Bipin Chandra highlights
that student participation give the movement a
militant edge while relaining its mass character.
- In 1936, The All-India students federa-
tions, the first student organization India's was
born in order to support the Indians National
Congress in its struggles.

All India students federation was divided

into two factions in 1938 such as the All-Indian
Youth congress and All-India students federation
(AISF).

The Quit India movement of 1942.
Witnessed the most decisive role of students took
the initiative in organizing strikes, underground
R.C.
Majumdar states that the youth and students kept
the flame of rebellion alive during the leaderless
phase of the Quit India movement.'

A few section of the students took to some
violent actions to paralyze the British administra-
tion by cutting telephone wires, blocking transport
routes destroying public property, Disturbing
postal, police banking and other services.

- Several student had been imprisoned and
faced physical harassment and some of them wire
killed in police firings also.

In conclusion, students were not passive
supporters but active architects of the Indian
national movement As Bipin Chandra rightly
remarks, "no mass movement in modern India was
complete without the participation of students."
Their courage, idealism, and sacrifices significant-
ly contributed to India's Independence.

activities and secret communications.




The Story of Kannagi : The Tale of the Anklet

Nishita Mahar
ML.A. II sem. ( History)

Chilappadhikaram is an ancient Tamil epic
written by Ilango Adigal, which is regarded as one
of the greatest Tamil epics. It is a tale of love,
treachery and injustice.

Puhar was an ancient city somewhere
south of India where Kovalan, the son of a rich
merchant, lived with his beautiful wife, Kannagi.
Everyone who knew them admired them. With a
smile that would light up any room, kovalan was
handsome and charming man.

One the other hand, Kannagi was virtuous
devoted to her husband, loyal & kind. The were
content, and in the gilded and jeweled life he led,
they had everthing they desired.

So happy people used to say that no couple
in this world could go up to Kovalan & Kannagi .
The couple lived a life filled with abundance, but
what made their lives complete, whole and rich
was their mutual love.

Kovalan was as dear to her as she was to
him. They lived each day in joy & nothing seemed
to come between them.

Kovalan's Betrayal

However, life as we know it is anything
but predicable. But then kovalam met a beautiful
dancer mamed as Madhavi, whom he decided to
be with for a while. Always full of grace & a beau-
ty, Madhavi danced in her colourful showy cos-
tume like a mesmerizing peacock.

Kovalan fell for her beautiful allure and
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fell lin love with her in no time. Having fallen in
love worth Madhavi, Kovalan forget the home and
hearth he has built with Kannagi.

Now, all oif Kovalan's cash flow started to
go toward Madhvi. He gifted her expensive things
and treated her lovingly, While Kannagi, though
he was at home, was unaware for the betrayal.

The money Kovalan inherited slowly start-
ed vanishing after a few days. He had spent all his




with
and

time
Madhavi
ended up with
Zero.
Kovalan's
Realization

O n c e
Kovalan recog-
nized his blun-
der, he was rid-

den with guild.
He had
everything, both

lost

the love of his

life Kannagi whom he had betrayed, and now his
life savings.

Madhvi was beautiful indeed, but the void
in her heart wasn't mend able by that. Deep in his
heart, kovalan knew he should go back to Kannagi
and apologies.

He returned to Kannagi full of remorse for
all he had done. However, Kannagi, an excellent
and forgiving wife, took him back.

Although he had committed wrongs
against her, Kannagi still loved Kovalan.
Forgiving him, she and the resolved to go and
from there. A New Beginning in Madurai

With all their wealth gone, Kovalan and
Kannagi left Puhar and moved to Maduria, the
capital of the Pandya kingdom. They hoped to
begin again.

Kannagi gave Kovalan one of her most
valuable possessions, a golden anklet decorated

with gems. She told to sell it, hoping the money

would help them start fresh.

Kovalan went to a jewelers in Madurai to
sell the anklet.

But unknown to him, the queen of the Pandya
king, Nedunchezhiyan, had recently lost and
anklet that looked very similar to Kannagi's.

When the jeweler saw kovalan's anklet, he
assumed it was the queen's stolen anklet.

The False Accusation

Without verifying the truth , the jeweler
went straight to the king and accused kovalan of
stealing the queen's anklet.

The king, without asking any questions or investi-
gating the mother declared that kovalan was
guilty.

He ordered kovalan's execution without
giving him a chance to defend himself.

The soldiers took kovalem away, any he was killed
for a crime he did not commit. This tragic and
unjust event left Kannagi heart broken. Her hus-
band had been wrongly accused and killed without
a fair trial.

Kannagi's Anger and Grief

When Kanngi heard the news of kovalan's
death, she was devastated. The man she had loved
and forgiven was gone forever, taken from her by
an unjust system.

But kannagi's grief quickly turned into
anger. She knew that her husband was innocent
and she could not let this terrible injustice go
unpunished.

With determination burning in her heart, Kannagi
went to the king's court. She stood before the king,
holding the other anklet that matched the one



kovalan had tried to sell.

In a voice filled with emotion, she demanded to
know why her husband had been killed without a
proper investigation.

Kannagi threw the anklet onto the hard
floor in front of the king. It broke open, ad rubies
scattered across the floor.

The king 4 queen, seeing the rubies, real-
ized their terrible mistake. The queen's anklet had
contained pearls, not rubies. Kovalan had been
innocent all along.

The king's Regret

The king was overwhelmed with guilt and
shame. He had made a horrible mistake one that
had cost an innocent man his life.

Unable to bear the weight of his error, the
king collapsed in despair. The queen, too was
filled with sorrow for the life that had been lost
because of their negligence.

Kannagi's Wrath

But Kannagi's anger was not satisfied. Her
husband had been wrongfully, executed and she
had lost everything.

In her rage and grief, Kannagi cursed the
entire city of Madurai. In an act of intense emo-
tion, she tore off one of her breasts and threw it
onto the city.

The curse took the form of a great fire,
which spread across Madurai, burning the city to
the ground.

The people of Madurai trembled in fear,
witnessing the power of Kannagi's wrath.

The city, which had wronged her so
deeply, was reduced to ashes,

Kannagi Becomes a Goddess
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The gods in heaven watched as Kannagi unleashed
her fury.

They saw that her cause was just, and her
love for Kovalan had been pure and unwavering.
Kannagi had stood up for the truth, even great per-
sonal cost.

After fulfilling her mission, kannagi
ascended to the heavens no longer a mortal
woman but a goddess.

She is remembered and worshipped as symbol of
strength, justice and virtue.
The Themes of Chilappadhikaram

The story of chilappadhikaram explores
essential themes such as justice and loyality. It
shows how the innocent can suffer when those in
power act carelessly.

Even after his betrayal, Kannagi's devotion
to kovalan is a powerful example of love and for-
giveness. The story also highlight the con-
cepts of fate & karma. Kovaln's actions have con-
sequences, and justice will eventually prevail.
Legacy of kannagi

Kannagi's story has left a basting impact
on Tamil culture. She is worshipped as a goddess
in parts of Tamilnadu and Srilanka and her tale
continues to inspire literature, art and theatre.

A status of kannagi stands in Chennai, rep-
resenting virtue justice, and the power of a
woman's love.

The epic of Chilappadhikarm is not just a
tragic love story. It is a reminder of the importance
of standing up for truth and justice, even in the
face of significant personal loss.



Chaattisgarh - Silver Jubilee
Aditi Singh
Chemisty Deptt.

On completion of 25 golden years of state-
hood, government of Chhattisgarh announced
2025 as" Chhattisgarh silver jubilee year" and is
being celebrated from 15 August 2025 to 6
February 2026. The Theme as announced by state
government was "Poor Youth food provider and
women centric public

case the various development & milestones
achieved by state. It is compilation of programs
achievements promoters public partition and mon-
itor statewide events.

Chhattisgarh. 9th largest state by area with
population around 30 million is one of the fastest

developing states, Ruled

participation”. Every year | colusis
on 1st Novermber, gov-

ernment celebration the

r:} by Kalchuries for nearly
j' 700 years, it developed

w| through various phases.

day as "state foundation o Sets Line Bhoramdeo,
day" as the part compris- 4 Sitabengra caves, Bhima
ing of 16 chhattisgarhi kichak temples holds
and speaking districts their archeological
from parent state was importance. In trans-
splitted by madhya Happy Sitver Jubilee portation total of 20
Pradesh state I P Doy of TSbamnong National Highway con-

Reorganization act 2000.

Apart form this vidhan

nects regions measuring
3078 km. Also,

south

sabha foundation Day is also celebrated on 14
December and mark its silver jubilee year.

On this auspicious occasion, Government
of Chhhattisgarh and department of culture of cel-
ebrated in unique manner by announcing 25 years-
25 weeks celebration which show its commitment
two wadrs self reliant, self-sufficient and Viksit
Chhattisgarh. The Government of India and
Chhattisgarh govt. designed a web portal”
Chhattisgarh Raja Ajanta Portal to collect & show-
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East Central Railway Zone of Indian Railways had
its headquarters at Bilaspur Also 85% of tracks an
electrified.

As of 2025-26, GOP growth stood at 8%. Since
2020-21 worth around 6.359 lakh crore, with
recorded growth rate of 11.2% in 2023-24
Advancement of Industry and service sector stood
at 32% and 36%, respectively. "Rice Bowl of
India" produces medicinal rice and among top
quality food products across globe. for immunity.



In power sector, National thermal power corpora-
tion, Sipat and LARA copper thermal power sta-
tion and major step two wards clean and green
energy initiative providing more than 2,000 MW.
Coal boiler Like Gevra, Dipka, Jhilmili, Sohnat
are major source of power generation in state
Chhattisgarh accounted for 13.1% of total value
of mineral production in India.

Chhattisgarh is total exportl worth doller

of 2.19 billion in PY25 showing significant
growth from previous It shows increased yean
compound Annual Growth Rate (CAGR) of
10.92% from PY 16 to PY 26

It possess cultural diversity which vary

from region to regions showing variety of dances
like Pandvani, Raut Nacha, Suwa Nacha to festi-
val like. Bastar dussherra, Rajim Kumbh Mela,
Nara Narayan mela. Many arts like Bastar Dhokra,
wooden craft, Iron craft and products like
Jeeraphool rice, Nagri Dubraj, champa silk sarees
fabrics are recognized globally through
Geographical Indication (GI) tags.

Also, state showed steam rive is sports
range of participation from
organizing Bartar Olympics
and including wide rang of
games and events for health
and finess, over 3.8 lakh par-
ticipats showcased their skills
2025 olympics. Operation
"Black forest", a combined
militany of centre and state
planned to make Maoist free
state till March 31, 2026. Till
date nearly 5,000 left extrem-

i1st wing members surrender &

provided rehabilitation under
"loan vasantee" initiatives.

At a nutshell, Chhattisgarh is making new hori-
zons of development whether it is in 20% decrease
in unemployed of steep growth of economy, state
is developing in every sphere.
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Chhattisgarh at 25: A Silver Jubilee of Identity,
Heritage, and the Sacred Legacy of Lord Rama

Dr. Rajshree Naidu
Assistant Professor (Guest faculty)
Department of English

The completion of
twenty-five years of
Chhattisgarh as a sepa-
rate state marks a sig-
nificant milestone in the
journey of a land deeply
enriched with history,
culture, spirituality, and
natural abundance.
Formed on 1 November
2000, Chhattisgarh

emerged with a distinct

identity-one shaped by tribal wisdom, ancient tra-
ditions, and a profound mythological legacy that
links it inseparably to the epic Ramayana.

As Chhattisgarh celebrates its Silver
Jubilee, it is not merely a commemoration of
administrative progress but a tribute to a civilisa-
tion that has nurtured faith, resilience, and harmo-
ny for centuries.

A Land Sanctified by Mythology

Among the most revered and cherished
beliefs associated with Chhattisgarh is its recogni-
tion as the maternal home (Nanihaal) of Lord
Rama. According to popular tradition and region-
al folklore, Mata Kaushalya, the mother of Lord

Rama, is believed to have originated from the
region of present-day Chhattisgarh. This sacred
association elevates the state's cultural stature and
places it at the heart of India's spiritual geography.
Sites such as Chandkhuri, near Raipur-believed to
be the birthplace of Mata Kaushalya-stand as liv-
ing testaments to this mythological connection.
The state is also richly dotted with Ramayana-
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related locations like Sitamarhi-Harchauka,

Ramgarh,  Shivrinarayan, Turturiya, and
Jagdalpur, collectively forming what is often
referred to as the Ram Van Gaman Path. These

places are not merely historical markers but cen-

made notable strides in education, infrastructure,
agriculture, tribal welfare, and industrial develop-
ment. While embracing modernization, the state
has remained firmly anchored in its cultural roots.

This balance between progress and preservation is

ters of living faith,
pilgrimage, and
cultural continuity.
Cultural
Continuity
Spiritual Identity
The
influence on
Chhattisgarh

extends

Ramayana's

beyond
geography into its
folk traditions, fes-
tivals, music, and
theatre.
Performative art forms such as Ramleela, Panthi
dance, and tribal storytelling traditions reflect the
moral values and spiritual ethos embodied by Lord
Rama. For the people of Chhattisgarh, Rama is not
a distant deity but a familial presence-honoured as
a son-in-law of the soil.

This deep-rooted spiritual connection has
shaped the state's ethos of simplicity, righteous-
ness, and coexistence, values that continue to
guide its social and cultural life even in the mod-
ern era.

Progress Rooted in Tradition

Over the past twenty-five years, Chhattisgarh has
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perhaps
Chhattisgarh's
greatest strength.
Initiatives to
w promote heritage
tourism, tribal art,
local languages,
and spiritual cir-
cuits reflect a con-
scious effort to
honour the past
while shaping a
sustainable future.
A Silver Jubilee

with a Golden Legacy
The Silver Jubilee of Chhattisgarh is thus a cele-

bration of identity, endurance, and sacred heritage.
The belief in Chhattisgarh as Lord Rama's mater-
nal home adds a divine dimension to the state's
narrative, transforming its journey from a political
formation into a civilizational continuum.

As Chhattisgarh steps confidently into its
next chapter, it does so carrying the blessings of its
mythological past and the promise of a progres-
sive future-guided by the timeless ideals of dhar-
ma, compassion, and unity symbolised by Lord

Rama himself.
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